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know that there is in Paris a man of the greatest
merit, whose fortune is not proportionate to his
talents and character.    I may serve as eyes to the
blind goddess, and repair in some measure the in-
justice, and I beg you to offer on that account.
I flatter myself that he will accept this pension
because of the pleasure I  shall feel in  obliging a
man who joins beauty of character to the most
sublime   intellectual   talents,"      The    King   here
stopped, on seeing MM. de Ayen and  de Gontaut
enter, and then recommenced reading the letter to
them, and added, " It was given me by the Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs, to whom  it was confided
by Milord Mareschal, for the purpose of obtaining
my  permission   for   this sublime genius to accept
the favour.   But,"  said the King, "what do you
think is the  amount ?"     Some   said   six,   eight,
ten   thousand   livres.     "You   have not guessed/1ice, and
